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Stories and experiences began to build until the collective voice was so loud it could no longer be ignored. The March on 
Washington for Jobs and Freedom and the Civil Rights Movement were about more than segregation in the South. It was a 
presentation of institutional and economic systematic inequalities. These inequalities such as racism, sexism and classism still 
extend their legacy 50 years later.

Many of today’s young people have been made to believe in a post-modern society and a world free of the injustices that 
plagued our past. However, with recent regressions such as voter suppression in North Carolina, the deaths of Trayvon Martin and 
Jordan Davis in Florida, as well as many other acts of discrimination, it has become impossible to turn a blind eye. From Ralph 
Ellison’s highly censored novel (banned from a school in North Carolina as recently as 2013) to Henry Louis Gates’  televised 
version of Black in Latin America, post-midcentury inequality is now cloaked by a veil called privilege and made invisible as well as 
silent by its benefactors.  

The virtual environment has strong ties with the voices and identities of the newest generations, Millennials and Generation 
Z. Creating a simple website, blog or multimedia feature is a more effective way to engage middle and high school aged students in 
2013 than a PowerPoint Presentation (Geck 21, 23).  I believe youth audiences should compare similarities and differences between 
1963 and 2013 both through comparative information and participation in interactive communities on the web. This is why I 
would present information on the subject through interactive media, which would allow youth to not only research and analyze 
information resources but also turn up the volume on an issue kept quiet, through participation.
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Jobs and Freedom

Comparison can be a great tool for young people to draw parallels between the past and the present. Too often, the history 
of the Civil Rights Movement that students encounter repeats highlights of only the work of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and Rosa 
Parks and do not emphasize the systematic issues such as economics or laws (Alexander 495). Since the March on Washington was 
intended to present the economic plight of Black people and showcase disconnect in quality of life in the “separate, but equal” Jim 
Crow South, it is important to look at labor then and now. More importantly, it is important to analyze those comparisons for the 
historical heritage of Black labor, for “without jobs, freedom was a coin of limited value” (Zeiger 12). 

The U.S. Census shows that Black unemployment in 2012 (14 percent) is higher compared to 1963 (6.5 percent) and that there 
are more Black people with post-secondary degrees than there were 50 years ago. However, the Economic Policy Institute’s report 
shows that these areas have not changed much when Black economic status is compared to the status of status of white counterparts 
both then and now. For example, on average, Black people have experienced 2 to 2.5 times the unemployment rates of whites from 
1929 to 2012.

Each young person could be given an aspect to examine in classrooms, public libraries, museums or youth mentoring group 
settings which can aid digital natives from various backgrounds in accessing technology and information literacy (Palfrey and 
Gasser). These are also great spaces to later foster information literacy and creation through technology as young people (born after 
1993) see information as received, found/selected, internalized and used (Smith and Hepworth).  

Aspects for research can include things such as types of labor, relationship with the labor movement, influence on other 
movements, military benefits for Black soldiers, laws (comparing legal documents such as the Voting Rights Act, the criminal 
clause to the thirteenth constitutional amendment and recent voting amendment repeals in certain states), evolution of for-profit 
prisons, housing, and education. Topics can be selected based on which ones affect an area most. More meaning is often drawn 
for how an issue directly affects Black education and labor in a person’s own backyard (Czarnecki 23).  Contributors such as A. 
Phillip Randolph can be introduced as topics too, as well as ways to find out more about individual legacies to add a face to the 
economic emphasis of the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom (Zeiger). Sites could be available for the public to interact 
and contribute (like in a Wiki space) through info-graphics, photographs, art work, media and pull-quotes from legal documents to 
compare this type of data and showcase it to a larger audience.

Participation in Marginalized Communities and Narratives

Participation and spaces for sharing connected experiences is another important way to connect the parallels between 
the individuals who moved their communities into the spotlight in 1963 and those who do it in 2013. Now, because of the web 
and social media it is easier than ever to create public spaces and networks as well as utilize framing, or interpreting individual 
experiences in relation to larger systematic issues (Dimond 3-4). Also, Dimond asserts that public networks foster participation 
in social justice movements and Czarnecki cites Millenials high rate of volunteerism in her examination of libraries’ technology 
outreach at juvenile detention centers. It is easier to keep in touch, organize activism events, circulate petitions and gather news on a 
global scale than it was through churches and universities in 1963. Although these institutions and types of networks still exist, they 
are accelerated by the Black digital experience and sphere. Moreover, it better includes allies and communication between various 
communities working on these issues of discrimination (e.g. women, Latinos, LGBT).

Young people and information sharers can organize content and facilitate discourse through hashtags (user-generated 
metadata) on Twitter, posts on Facebook and visual representation on blogs and platforms like Tumblr, Instagram, and Youtube. 
Sonjay Sharma studied the many dynamics that are implied by phenomena like ‘Black Twitter’ and ‘Blacktags’, including identity, 
algorithms (for trending topics) and representations of race. The more corporate digital networks progress, the more we see 
fascination when participation of Black users or culturally-centered conversations move into the spotlight, i.e., “what is remarkable 
is ‘Blacktags’ on occasion become trending topics”… and, “have the capacity to interrupt the whiteness of the Twitter network” 
(Sharma 48,50). What is also remarkable about a digital space like Twitter is the ability to have a space where anyone directly 
addresses senators, celebrities and others like themselves without limitation of location.

Storytelling and active participation has been a huge factor for the success of social justice organizations such as Dream 
Defenders in Florida, a direct response to the March on Washington’s “unfinished business” from Millenials and Generation Z. 
Along with other organizations across the nation, Dream Defenders has encouraged social media participation to draw attention 
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to unjust incidents of racial profiling (The Nation), for example, the killing of Jordan Davis in Jacksonville, Florida (a “trending 
topic” that some believe Twitter censored) (Hierro, Sharma 56). The organization also created the social media campaign 
“#changethedebate” during the 2012 presidential debates to include topics such as student loan debt and the school-to-prison 
pipeline in the discourse, “#takeoverfl” when occupying the Florida State Capitol after the acquittal of George Zimmerman, and 
utilized “#ourmarch” to collect video submissions of youth perspectives after being cut from the speaker list (along with another 
youth organization) at the 50th Anniversary event for the March on Washington, according to lead field organizer Curtis Hierro. 
Dream Defenders is an exemplary model of how operating in online spheres can organize ordinary young people, civically mobilize 
them and move their stories away from otherness and into to mass media. By utilizing libraries, museums and schools for the 
creation of media on digital networks, new generations can not only learn to properly seek information but create it. They can draw 
parallels and address them as their predecessors did— head on.

Conclusion

Besides its great influence on other social justice movements and legislation, the significance of the 1963 March on 
Washington for Jobs and Freedom is that it presented a united front to the world. Not only was it a grassroots effort to publicly and 
collectively demand human rights, it was also the pinnacle of exposure for a marginalized narrative. 

By facilitating ways for young people to create a space that compares their history to their present and allows them to have 
an active voice in society, hopefully, they would become civically savvy and involved. Hopefully, new generations will understand 
the historical implications of the importance of education and knowledge-seeking for the Black community and how it affects the 
American community at large. Though there are about as many unresolved problems as there are great developments from the time 
of the Civil Rights Movement, the most important thing a new information-seeker should take away from the March on Washington 
is that individual voices count and the collective voice can make change.
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